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Bible (Hill 1974, 25). Calamy did not support Congregationalism, but he found within 

Presbyterianism a middle ground that best suited his views of theology and church government. 

He opposed the execution of King Charles I and lived quietly under the Commonwealth. Asked 

for advice by Oliver Cromwell on the dissolution of the Rump Parliament and the establishment 
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ranging his cavalry in three ranks and pressing forward (Woolrych 117–118). His strengths were 

the ability to lead and train his men, and his moral authority. Thus, The Souldiers Pocket Bible was 

used for religious inspiration and to help influence good morals and rigid discipline. This pocket 

Bible was usually buttoned on the inside of the waistcoat, placed near the heart, and under the 

soldier's outer coat. The placement was meant to not hinder the movements of the soldier 

(Congressional 1022). English Puritan church leader Richard Baxter once mentioned a story of 

one of Cromwell's soldiers whose life was saved by carrying a copy of The Souldiers Pocket Bible 

near his heart; a bullet fired at him became lodged into the pamphlet instead of his heart (Waylen 

300). Before Cromwell's soldiers went into battle, they would pray and sing religious songs from 

the Book of Psalms. Some of the verses in The Souldiers Pocket Bible were: 

Psalms 44: 6 -  I doe not trust in my Bow, neither can my Sword save me. 





Nguyen 5 

Work Cited 

 Bremer, Francis J. Puritans and Puritanism in Europe and America. Vol. 1, ABC-CLIO, 

2006.  

Bower, Bowyer. “SOME EARLY EDUCATIONAL INFLUENCES IN THE BRITISH 

ARMY.” HBU Library, Society for Army Historical Research, www-jstor-

org.libproxy.hbu.edu/stable/44222195?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents. 

Beal, Peter. “Octavo.” A Dictionary of English Manuscript Terminology, Online ed., 

Oxford University Press, 2008, pp. 1450–2000.  

Beal, Timothy Kandler. The Rise and Fall of the Bible: The Unexpected History of an 

Accidental Book. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2011.  

Christopher Hill, Change and Continuity in 17th Century England, 1974. 

Christopher Hill, The Experience of Defeat, 1984. 

Calamy, Edmund. Solders' Pocket Bible. 1643. 

 Daniell, David. The Bible in English: Its History and Influence. New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 2003.  

http://www.apuritansmind.com/puritan-favorites/edmund-calamy-1600-1666/


Nguyen 6 

“Livermore, George (1809 -1865).” | British Armorial Bindings, University of Toronto, 

armorial.library.utoronto.ca/stamp-owners/LIV001. 

Memoirs of the Puritans: Edmund Calamy, 

web.archive.org/web/20080516084304/www.apuritansmind.com/MemoirsPuritans/Memoi

rsPuritansEdmundCalamy.htm. 

McKerrow, Ronald B. An Introduction to Bibliography for Literary Students. Oxford, 

1927.  

Stock. Cromwell's Soldier's Bible: Being a Reprint, in Facsimile, of "The Soldier's Pocket 

Bible,". E. Stock, 1895.  

United States Congressional Serial Set. 1898th ed., Volume 3549, U.S. Government 

Printing Office.  

University, Houston Baptist. “Soldier's Bible, 1861.” Houston Baptist University, 1 Dec. 

2015, hbu.edu/museums/dunham-bible-museum/reprints-from-the-collection/soldiers-

bible-1861/. 

Waylen, James. The House of Cromwell and the Story of Dunkirk. Chapman and Hall, 

1880. 

Woolrych, Austin. Cromwell as a soldier, in Morrill, 1990. 

 

 

 

http://web.archive.org/web/20080516084304/www.apuritansmind.com/MemoirsPuritans/MemoirsPuritansEdmundCalamy.htm
http://web.archive.org/web/20080516084304/www.apuritansmind.com/MemoirsPuritans/MemoirsPuritansEdmundCalamy.htm

