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19TH CENTURY AMERICAN PRINT BIBLES 

AND RELATED BOOKS 

 

 

1801 First American Edition of the Paraphrase of the Psalms of David, by Dr. I. 

Watts: It is printed by Samuel Hall of Boston.  This volume is basically two books in one 

of the poetry and hymns of this famous hymn writer.  The first is the Psalms of David 

imitated in the Language of the New Testament, and applied to the Christian State and 

Worship.  The second is Hymns and Spiritual Songs in Three Books, 1. Collected from 
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Auxiliaries, in The Principal Cities and Towns in the United States; No. 83 is a narrative 

of facts by Rev. John Newton, rector of St. Mary Woolnoth, London, on the text I Cor. 

15:55, “O Death Where is Thy Sting?”  This book contains many writings, hymns, and 

poems of early American religious leaders.  It is bound in brown leather which is still in 

excellent condition.  In the front flyleaf is a contemporary leaflet of  The American Tract 

Society (still in continual existence) that details some of what was happening in America 

when the ATS was founded in 1825.  

 

 (Brattleborough Vermont)  

1821 and 1816 (Two title pages!) The oldest of 1816 Printed for John Holbrook, 

%UDWWOHERURXJK��&ROOLQV¶�FRUUHFW�Vtereotype copy); the second is 1821, Holbrook and 

Fessenden, Breattleborough, Vt.: 



5 

 

McCarty and Davis.  No exact match listed in Hill; Cf. 1828.)  It is bound in light brown 

leather spine with paper over the boards; it is in good condition.   

 

1827, Gospel Truth, James Hog, Thomas Boston, Elenezer and Ralph Erskine, and 

others: 
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Thomas Scott’s marginal references, Matthew Henry’s, condensed, notes selected from 

Doddridge, and many other writers, etc. It is referred to as The Baptist Edition.   Also, it 

contains a concordance, a “Guide to the Study of the Bible,” “Biographical Notes,” an 

“Index to the Bible,” and many illustrations on wood.  It was printed by Fessenden and 

Co., Brattleboro, Vermont.  It is listed in Hill, no. 860 with over a half a page of 

commentary.  Vol. 1 contains 18 steel illustrations; 3 of them are maps and temple 

furnishings.  Each of the other volumes has some engravings as well and there are several 

maps.  The volume following the commentary of Psalm 64-Malachi, has family record 

pages.  They are bound in light, brown leather with marbled paper on the inside.  All 

volumes are in excellent condition, except Volume 1 with needs some repair on the upper 

part of the spine.  A note in Adoniram Judson’s journal, April 2, 1834, commends this 

commentary.   

 

c. 1835? The Life, Doctrine, and Sufferings of Our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ, as Recorded by the Four Evangelists, with Moral Reflections, Critical 

Illustrations, and Explanatory Notes, by the Reverend Henry Rutter: Author of “The 

Key to the Old Testament,” etc., with a preface written expressly for this edition, By The 

Rev. Charles Constantine Pise, D.D., adorned with Elegant Engravings, New York, 

George Virtue.  The 33 steel engravings are varied as to quality, from about a 7 to 9; most 

of them have special borders around them and some are not of the usual depicting, such 

as Jesus and His Disciples in the Corn Field, John Preaching in the Wilderness, The 

Murder of the Innocents, etc.  Several pieces of the art are by Henry Warren; while I 

know nothing about this artist, I like his art.  It is a small folio, 11 ½ by 9, bound in full 

tan leather, stamped profusely with gold design and lettering with a cross in the center, 

angels kneeling at an altar, etc. on both front and back boards, and the name Wineford 

Haverty stamped on the front in gold.  The boards are in fine condition and the book has 

been given a new spine of matching leather.   

 

1835 The Sacred Writings of the Apostles and Evangelists by Alexander Campbell: 

This translation was done from the original Greek by the founder of the Christian 

Churches, Disciples of Christ, Alexander Campbell.  He, like many other early Church 

Leaders, did all of his reading of the New Testament from the Greek.  (He is said to have 

read one complete book of the New Testament every day.)   It was printed by M’Vay & 

Ewing in Bethany, Virginia.  It translates the Greek word “Baptizo” as “immersion,” for 

example in Romans 6:3.  This edition has two fold out maps of Cannan and The Travels 

of Paul, both hand-tinted.  It is bound in full, brown (aged look—sort of mottled look) 

and is in very good condition.  The title “Living Oracles” is on the spine of the book, 

which is what he often called the New Testament.   

 

1836 2 volumes (Duplicates) of Supplement to the Comprehensive Commentary: 

Same publishing as above, with several books in one: A New Concordance, A Guide to 

the Study of the Bible, Biographical Notices (Lives of many persons who have made 

commentary on the Bible, from the Reformers to Henry, Doddridge, and Scott), Index to 

the Bible, Wemyss’s Symbol Dictionary, Index to the Comprehensive Commentary, 

illustrated with maps, portraits, and other engravings.  Bindings are in very good 

condition.   
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1836 Braille Bible, I & II Kings, American Bible Society: Huge volume over 13 by 13 

½ by over 3 inches, it is bound in brown cloth and is in excellent condition.  The text is in 

English with all letters raised so the blind could read it.  This is a first edition, (one 

volume of the whole Bible), for the first time with raised print enabling the blind to read 

the text.  (It is a piece that to some degree needs to be out and available to touch.)   

 

1836²EVIDENCES OF THE AUTHENTICITY, INSPIRTATION, AND 

CANONICAL AUTHORITY OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, BY THE REV. 

ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER, D.D. Prof. of Theology in Theological Seminary at 

Princeton, Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication.  (A First Edition.)  Chapters 

XVIII-XXIII were especially interesting to me as he states the reasons for the acceptance 

of the historic 66 books of the Bible and refutes any claim of canonicity of the 

Apocrypha.  The book is hard bound in brown cloth and in quite good condition. 

 

1838 Saint Bible, Les Commentaires, De Menochius, in 8 volumes: Lille, L. Lefort, 

Imprimeau-Libraie; complete set in excellent condition, bound in marbled paper with 

leather spines.  (Not sure where it was printed, as it is packed.)   

 

1838-
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Greek New Testament belonged?  Or, was it owned by some other officer/soldier?  

Many laymen in the 19th century studied their New Testament in the Greek.)   

 

1855 Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge: or Dictionary of The Bible, Theology, 

Religious Biography, all Religions, Ecclesiastical History, and Missions: And on and 

on the Title page reads!  Edited by Rev. J. Newton Brown, illustrated with wood cuts, 

maps, engravings on copper and steel, Brattleboro, Vermont, Published by Joseph Steen 

and Co., Philadelphia, Lippincott, Grambo & Co., New York, Sheldon, Lamport & Co. 

The quarto volume measures 8 by 11 by 3 ½ inches, and has been rebound in full, black 

leather in the 20th century and is in excellent condition.   

 

1857? The Holy Bible, Old and New Testaments, with the Apocrypha: Printed by 

Auburn and Buffalo: John E. Beardlsey.  It contains a “To The Reader” taken from 

Collins’ Bible.  (Cf. Hills, no. 1649)  It contains some illustration done off of wood 

blocks, several being from scenes of nature.  The quality of the paper is poor, so the 

prints are not of high quality.   

 

1859 Book of Psalms, translated from the Hebrew, printed in New York: Printed for 

the American Bible Society, this was an original translation of the Psalms from the 
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1861,7KH�6HUPRQV�RI�WKH�5HY��5REHUW�0XUUD\�0H&KH\QH��0LQLVWHU�RI�6W��3HWHU¶V�

Church Dundee, Complete in One Volume, New York, Robert Carter & Brothers, No. 
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bound volume with all the text and pages in tact, but covers on both volumes are loose 

and need to be repaired.  The volumes should be repaired, as they would be good study 

resources. 

 

1867 The Devotional Family Bible, with comments by Rev. Alexander Fletcher, with 

magnificent steel engravings: This is yet another of the massive family Bibles in the 

collection which is beautifully illustrated and bound in exquisite fashion.  Printed by 

Virtue, Yorkston and Company in New York, it is richly illustrated by steel engravings of 

the old Masters, the best production of modern artists, and drawings taken on the spot of 

Biblical location of importance by W. H. Bartlett.  Each illustration is done on a separate 

page of paper of good quality, thus creating engravings of near 10 quality.  The Bible 

contains 29 engravings.  The cover is one of the finest produced in the mid-nineteenth 

century, with Biblical scenes, deeply blind-stamped into the thick, heavy, dark brown 

leather covers.  The front of the Bible is stamped with gold letters to “George and Carrie 

from Mother,” and was given as a wedding present to them on “January 29th, 1867,” 

which is stamped on the back cover.  The family-record inside gives the married name of 

Johnson and the same date for their wedding.  The spine of the Bible has been expertly 

repaired and the Bible is in good, firm condition.  (Is this a specially bound edition of 

Hills, no. 1777, dated 1864?, though that one is listed as bound in 2 volumes?  Or is it 

Hills, no 891, dated 1835? in 2 volumes? though that edition is supposed to contain 57 

plates; or is it some combination of the two?  It may be another edition not in Hills.)    

 

1867 Authorized Bible: It was printed by William W. Harding in Philadelphia.  It 

contains 7 engravings all drawn from the view of nature, but of a low quality primarily 

due to the low grade of paper used.  The Bible contains some history of the Work family, 

beginning with 1873.  It contains a concordance and some other Bible helps.  It is bound 

in full, black leather; both boards are in fine condition, the spine leather is missing a few 

pieces, and the spine needs to be renewed with new leather under the old, which will not 

be difficult to do.   

 

1867²THE DOCTRINE OF CLOSE COMMUNION, TESTED BY SCRIPTURE 

AND REASON, By William Annan, Pittsburgh: David, Clarke &: Co., 98 Wood Street, 
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1868 Holy Bible, Authorized Edition: Zeigler, M’Curdy & Co., Philadelphia, Penn.  It 

contains a few nice steel engravings.  The cover is in need of repair.  (Packed without 

noting any differences from above.)   

 

1869 Holy Bible, Old and New Testament, New York: American Bible Society: Civil 

War period Bible in outstanding condition in contemporary tan, full leather with 

elaborate blind-stamping.  There are family record pages but nothing is filled in.  Edges 

of the Bible have a brown “splatter painted” effect.  No exact match in Hills; cf. 1852, 

dated 187_?   

 

1869, The Illustrated Family Bible, Old and New Testaments, Apocrypha, 

Concordance, and Psalms in Metre: Published by C. F. Vent, Cincinnati; it contains a 

good many other Bible helps, Family register of the Rice family from 1872, 14 steel 

engravings of exceedingly high quality, bound in dark brown leather with gold 

stamping—restored by Dr. Hellstern—with a brass clasp to hold the Bible shut.  No exact 

match in Hills; cf. No. 1866, dated 1871.   

 

1869, Night Scenes in the Bible, by Rev. Daniel March, D.D: This is the first edition of 

this interesting book, with commentary on 26 incidents of Scripture that occurred at 

night, 12 being illustrated with finely executed steel engravings.  The most striking thing, 

however, about the book is that 5 of these illustrations were done by the famous western 

artist, 
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the text of the Bible arranged under 27 different “books,” with many sub-headings.  This 
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1872.  (This if likely the first American edition (Rev. Gib, 1714-1788), the England 

edition probably printed sometime around 1788.)  423 pages, hard-bound book in brown 

cloth, in quite good condition.   

 

1873 ? The Holy Bible, published by the American Baptist Publication Society: 

Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Chicago, St. Louis, Dallas, Atlanta. There are no dates 

printed on either the Old or New Testament title pages, but the Hern family begins with 

the marriage of W. A. Hern and Belle Chaney, with the date of 1873.  It contains some 

Bible helps with illustrations, and 8 steel engravings (second generation).  It has one 

color plate of David playing the harp. The spine of the book has been renewed with new 

leather under the original binding and it is in very nice condition.   
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volumes, ranging in quality of 4 & 5 to 7 & 8 on my scale.  Both volumes are beautifully 

bound in brown cloth, nicely stamped in gold design.  Both volumes are in very good 

condition.  (Refer to Hills, no. 1463, listed as printed in 1851, or no. 1613, printed in 

1856; though no exact match is present, these are editions with supplementary 

illustrations.   

 

1877 D. L. Moody Rack Card: Copyright by A. F. Brooks.  Again, a good piece of 

ambience for an exhibit. 

 

1879--The Ages Before Moses: A Series of Lectures on The Book of Genesis, by 

John Monro Gibson, D.D., Pastor of Second Presbyterian Church, Chicago, New 

York, Anson D. F. Randold & Company, 91 and 93 Fifth Avenue, 1879, First 

Edition.  258 pages packed with great Biblical truth put in clear and persuasive language.  

The twelve lectures, presumably given to the congregation, show scholarly and mature 

Biblical scholarship.  (I wonder could a preacher today bring such a series to a 

congregation who would listen and receive it?)   

 

1880, Critical, Historical and Miscellaneous Essays and Poems, by Thomas 

Babington Macaulay, in three volumes, Boston: Estes and Lauriat, 301 Washington 

Street.  Each volume is 5 ¼ by 7 ¾ and is bound in brown material and is in excellent, 

near original condition.  They each contain dozens of essays on the lives of famous 

people, including Lord Bacon, Frederic the Great, William Pitt, Milton, Machiavelli, 

John Bunyan, Samuel Johnson, Charles I, James I, etc., etc.  The volumes are signed on 
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American Santa Claus.)  It is bound in material with a leather spine; not in real good 

condition.  (See the 1869 edition, a first edition of Hitchcock, in near new condition.)  

 

1882 The Standard Comparative Edition, The Illustrated New Testament, 

Comparing the Present Version set forth in 1611, with the Revised Version of A.D. 

1881: Published in Toledo, Ohio, by O. A. Browning and Company, Potter, Chase & Co., 

Kansas City, MO., 1882.  The comparison is in the footnotes.  This edition contains three 

hundred engravings and maps.  It has been rebound in black leather with six high ridge 

bands across the spine.  Size of the volume is 7 ¼ by 10 ¼ inches.   

 

1882 The Illustrated New Testament with over 300 engravings and maps: The text 

compares the King James of 1611 to the Revised of 1881, and contains some critical 

notes by John Brown.  It was published in Toledo, Ohio by O. A. Browning and 

Company.  This is Hills, no. 1989.  It has been rebound with black leather and is in good, 

restored condition. 

 

1883 The New Testament, American Bible Society, New York: Bound in dark brown 

leather, embossed with design, which is in fairly good condition.     

 

1881? The Pictorial Family Bible with pewter hasps: This huge edition was printed by 

W. L. Richardson & Co., Boston, Mass.  (Hills does not list a Bible published by this 

printer after no. 1924, in 1877; yet it would have to be after that date due to the parallel 

columns of the text.)  The edition has parallel columns of the King James and the 

Revised.  It includes a Concordance, Psalms in metre; Smith’s Standard Bible Dictionary, 

A Complete History of the Books of the Bible, beautifully illustrated; Cities and Towns 

of the Bible, with Descriptive Scenes and Events; Biblical Scenery, Manners and 

Customs of the Ancients; Bible Aids for Social and Private Prayers; The History of the 

Translation of the Bible; The Tabernacle and Solomon’s Temples; Scenes in the Life of 

Christ and Life of Paul; Bible Texts Events Illustrated, from Genesis to Revelation; A 

Dore Gallery of Scripture Illustrations; A Concise History of All Religious 

Denominations; A Comprehensive and Critical Description of the Tabernacle and its 

Sacred Furniture; The Parables of Our Lord and Savior Handsomely Illustrated; and 

many other Valuable Aids to the Study of Scripture.  It is embellished with 2000 

Scripture Illustrations on Steel, Wood, and in Colors.  There is even much more in this 

Bible edition, including some pages of thick photo-pages in the back!  The covers are 

deeply embossed boards with 7 raised panels, each being gold stamped with a Bible 

scene, and fastened with pewter hasps.  The cover has been restored with new leather 

added under the old spine so that it is solid to handle this large Bible.  Some illustrations 

in steel are of a very high quality (8 to 9s), but most of the illustrative material is more of 

the quality used to illustrate newspapers of the mid-nineteenth century.  It is not listed in 

Darlow and Moule, in Herbert, or in any listing I find to match in Hills. 

 

1881? The Holy Bible, another huge family Bible with lovely pewter clasps: It 

contains much the same inclusions of Smith’s Bible Dictionary, etc. as the one above, but 

this one has the parallel version with the Revised Edition only for the New Testament, 

and this one was printed in New York by Baird and Dillon.  (Likely Hills, no. 1949, dated 
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1881.  It contains 4 pages of color illustrations on the Tabernacle furniture, and 1 on the 
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boards are in excellent condition.  The difference in the back board, all shiny and like 

new and the front board is that I used this volume to demonstrate to classes I taught in 

Branson on “The Care and Preservation of Old Books,” and the back has several coats of 

leather preserver and shinner look to it.  The shine on the leather and gold stamping 

makes it look new!  The gold stamped scenes of the Last Supper and Solomon’s Temple, 

the side panels of “Thou shalt love the Lord Thy God with all thy heart,” and opposite, 

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” and other decoration, makes it look new.  And 

beautiful!  The six scenes on the front cover, Jesus with the children, Abraham about to 
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1889 Holy Bible, Family Pronouncing Edition, Authorized and Revised in Parallel 

Columns: Another folio Family Bible that has a great amount of the Bible helps listed 

above, including 152 page Gallery of Scripture Illustrations, 104 page Bible Dictionary 

with many illustrations, 24 Dore illustrations, etc.  (Due to the quality of paper used, I 

rate the engraved prints only as 6 or 7.  It was printed in Birmingham, Alabama.  It is 

bound in brown leather, with some parts stained with black ink for contrast over the 

raised boards, with 7 panels heavily stamped in gold which depict Bible scenes and 

symbols.  It has carefully been repaired with new leather under the spine. Just as far as 

bindings alone, this is one of the most beautiful of the large family Bibles of the 19th 

century.  I find no listing in Hills.   

 

1890 Great Cities of the World: Edited by Elbridge S. Brooks, Boston, D Lothrop 

Company, it covers 85 cities of fame of the period; illustrated with 140 hand-etched 
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1894 Charming Bible Stories by Henry Davenport Northrop: Written in Simple 

Language and embracing the whole of the Old and New Testaments, prepared expressly 

for the Instruction, Entertainment and Religious Culture of Persons of All Ages, 

Especially the Young People in Our Homes, Sunday Schools, Societies of Christian 

Workers, etc., profusely embellished with superb engravings, B. F. Johnson & Co., 

Richmond, VA., 1894.  Large size Bible story book 8 ½ times 11 ¾ inches, bound in light 

blue material, with the spine of the book restored with leather, over which the original 

spine has been glued.  There needs to be a special  exhibit on the Bible in story-book 

form for children, which can easily be set up out of several dozen examples that are 

in the collection.   

 

1896?  While the book has no published date, it begins with Miles own sermon 

delivered in 1896²Select Lectures of the Moody Institute; The following pages are 

lectures taken by myself, while in the Moody Institute, at Chicago.  They are from some 

of the most prominent living preachers.  I regard them as the very best of religious 

thought.  I beg of the readers a patient reading.  The discourse by myself is placed in the 

work by request.  Yours in Christian work, O. P. Miles.   Approximately ½ of the 254 

pages is an anthology of Anecdotes, Incidents and Illustrations, which is his notes while 

at Moody.  At the very end of the book is a hand-pasted in, printed note that says, “My 






