




H o u s t o n  B a p t i s t  U n i v e r s i t y   -   �   -   Dunham Family Bible in America MuseumH o u s t o n  B a p t i s t  U n i v e r s i t y   -   �   -   Dunham Family Bible in America Museum

marketing tool. People felt as if they were getting something a little 
more for their money if they bought a “Polyglot Bible!”

Thomas Scott Refutes The Da Vinci 
Code and The Gospel of James

May 19th,  the movie The Da Vinci Code will open in 
theaters across the world.  The plot of the best-selling novel of 
the same name is based on the assumption that the Bible does not 
tell the true story of Jesus, but there are other ancient writings 
which divulge Jesus’ true life.  Today this belief in secret or 
Gnostic writings is often touted as reflecting the most advanced 
scholarship, based on the findings at Nag Hamadi in the 1940’s.  
However, this is not a theory based on any new scholarship, but 
an attack on the Scriptures’ authenticity which has an old history.  
Thomas Scott, an 18th century pastor and friend of John Newton, 
ably presented evidence for the authenticity of the Scriptures in 
the “Introduction to the New Testament” found in his 6-volume 
commentary in the Bible in America Museum’s collection.  The 
complete introduction can be found at the Museum’s website 
(www.hbu.edu/bia), under “Reprints from the Collection, 
Prefaces.” An excerpt follows:

The several books, which now form the New Testament, were 
early received by the Christian Church, as of divine authority. 
The greatest part of them are quoted by the most ancient 
Christian writers, and appealed to, as the standard of truth. A vast 
proportion of the New Testament might be collected from writers 
who lived in the first two centuries. They formed catalogues of the 
several books, and wrote comments on them: both the orthodox 
and the heretics appealed to them; lectures on several parts of them 
are still extant; nay, the enemies of Christianity uniformly mention 
them, as the authentic books of Christians. So that there is the 
most complete proof, that all the books, now collected in the New 
Testament, were received, and read in the assemblies of Christians, 
before the end of the second century…

It should also be observed, that no other books were received 
by the primitive Church, as a part of divine revelation. Very 
many other compositions were sent forth, bearing the names of 
the apostles or primitive teachers: but on careful examination, all 
except those which now form the New Testament, were rejected as 
spurious. And this shows, with what scrupulous caution, the canon 
of Scripture was fixed. The four Gospels were very early received, 
as the writings of the evangelists whose names they bear. They are 
mentioned distinctly by the fathers of the second century as “books 
well known by the name of Gospels, and as such were read by 
Christians, at their assemblies every Lord’s day.” (Whitby) Several 
other Gospels were published, and some gained a temporary 
credit; but they are either not mentioned in the approved writings 
of the primitive Christians, or mentioned with disapprobation.

Bibles with Connections
All of the Bibles in the Museum’s collection have personal 

histories, and we hope in time to be able to learn more about 
some of the owners of the Bibles and how the Bible affected them 
personally. Recently we learned more about Henry Mackie Fine, 
the owner of an exquisite 1817 quarto Bible printed in New York 
and now in our collection.  Claire Menkel wrote that her ancestor 
Henry Mackie Fine (1731-1800) was descended on his mother’s 
side from John Peter Zenger, whose famous trial in New York 
established a precedent for freedom of the press in America.  The 
Fines came to New Amsterdam, later New York, in the mid-1600’s 
and settled in Brooklyn.

A New Testament recently donated to the Museum has a 
Texas Baptist connection.  The 1829 Testament printed for the 
American Bible Society belonged to Jane Wright Mercer, who 
married Kindred Green Mercer in 1842.  Jesse Mercer of Georgia, 
who founded Mercer University, was Kindred’s uncle.  After Texas 
Independence in 1836, Protestants and Protestant missionaries 
were permitted in Texas for the first time. Jesse Mercer financed 
and supported Kindred, along with several others, as a missionary 
to Texas.  When Kindred and Jane moved from Mississippi to 
Texas, the 1829 Testament 
was in the wagon with 
them.  Once when fording 
a creek, the water came 
up in the wagon and got 
part of the Testament wet; 
those water stains are still 
clearly visible today.  Jane 
dried each page with her 
linen as they rode along in 
their wagon, with her baby 
on her lap.  The Mercers 
first settled in Victoria, but 




