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Thomas Scott Refutes The Da Vinci
Code and The Gospel of James
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The several books, which now form the New Testament, were
early received by the Christian Church, as of divine authority.
The greatest part of them are quoted by the most ancient
Christian writers, and appealed to, as the standard of truth. A vast
proportion of the New Testament might be collected from writers
who lived in the first two centuries. They formed catalogues of the
several books, and wrote comments on them: both the orthodox
and the heretics appealed to them; lectures on several parts of them
are still extant; nay, the enemies of Christianity uniformly mention
them, as the authentic books of Christians. So that there is the
most complete proof, that all the books, now collected in the New
Testament, were received, and read in the assemblies of Christians,
before the end of the second century...

It should also be observed, that no other books were received
by the primitive Church, as a part of divine revelation. Very
many other compositions were sent forth, bearing the names of
the apostles or primitive teachers: but on careful examination, all
except those which now form the New Testament, were rejected as
spurious. And this shows, with what scrupulous caution, the canon
of Scripture was fixed. The four Gospels were very early received,
as the writings of the evangelists whose names they bear. They are
mentioned distinctly by the fathers of the second century as “books
well known by the name of Gospels, and as such were read by
Christians, at their assemblies every Lord’s day.” (Whitby) Several
other Gospels were published, and some gained a temporary
credit; but they are either not mentioned in the approved writings
of the primitive Christians, or mentioned with disapprobation.
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