Newsletter

Houston Baptist University

October - December 2005

\Vol. 3, Issue 1

Tyndale Production Cancelled

We are very sorry to have to
cancel the October 28th dramatic
production of “Fire for the
Ploughman” about the life and
death of William Tyndale, the first
translator of the Bible into English
from the Greek and Hebrew.
Playwright and actor Jack Caulfield
has been battling pancreatic cancer
for several years. Though he had
been cancer free for two years and
was resuming his performance
schedule, the cancer has recently
returned and metastasized. We offer our deepest prayers to Jack
and his family as he continues this struggle.

At this time we also reflect on the words of Scripture, as
translated by William Tyndale: For we know that all things
work for the best unto them that love God which also are called
of purpose ... What shall we then say unto these things? If God
be on our side: who can be against us? which spared not His

own son but gave Him for us all: how shall He not with Him
give us all things also? ... Who shall separate us from the love of
God? ... Yea and | am sure that neither death nor life nor angels
nor rule nor power nor things present nor things to come nor
height nor low nor any other creature shall be able to depart us
from the love of God shown in Christ Jesus our Lord ... O the
deepness of the abundant wisdom and knowledge of God: how
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out.
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who was His
counselor? or who has given unto Him first that He might be
recompensed again? For of Him and through Him and for Him
are all things. To Him be glory for ever Amen (Romans 8:28-39;
11: 33-36. Spelling has been modernized).

William Tyndale lived a life of exile and eventually suffered
martyrdom so that his countrymen could have in English these
Biblical words of hope, strength, and life. Americans and
English-speaking peoples everywhere continue to be indebted to
his sacrifice. Our prayers continue with Jack Caulfield as he
faces struggles and sacrifices of his own.

Christopher Columbus and the Bible

Almost every school child knows that “In
1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue” and opened the
western hemisphere to European settlement. What is
often not known, however, is how Columbus’ Bible
studies influenced his voyages of exploration.
Christopher Columbus was a student of the Latin
Vulgate Bible. He collected numerous quotes from the
Bible as well as from other writers to support his vision
of exploration to the East. Columbus’ manuscript of
what is known as his Book of Prophecies is in the
library of the Cathedral of Seville in Spain. One of the
verses in his Book of Prophecies was Isaiah 59: 18-20,
“He will repay the islands their due. From the west,
men will fear the name of the LORD, and from the
rising of the sun, they will revere his glory. For he will
come like a pent-up flood that the breath of the LORD
drives along. The redeemer will come to Zion.”
Columbus also cited many other verses from the
Scriptures, especially the Old Testament, which spoke of
the islands, the ends of the earth, or all nations and
tongues coming to the Lord. Columbus believed once
the Gospel had been brought to the uttermost islands,
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then Christ would return to earth. His voyages of exploration
were to help bring that to pass. In a letter to King Ferdinand and
Queen Isabella, the Spanish sponsors and patrons of his voyages,
Columbus wrote, “It was the Lord who put into my mind (I
could feel his hand upon me) that it would be possible to sail
from here to the Indies. All who heard of my project rejected it
with laughter, ridiculing me. There is no question that the
inspiration was from the Holy Spirit, because He comforted me
with rays of marvelous inspiration from the Holy Scriptures.”
Interestingly, the first printed biography of Columbus also
has Biblical connections. In 1516 Agostino Giustiniani published
in Genoa a Psalter with parallel texts in Hebrew, Greek, Arabic,
and Chaldean (or Aramaic), with marginal notes in Latin. This
Genoa Psalter was exquisitely printed with intricate woodcut
borders and beautifully designed parallel columns of red and
black print. In a note for Psalm 19:4, “and their words shall go

to the ends of the earth,” Giustiniani’s Latin note comments that
Christopher Columbus, a native son of Genoa, had explored
more lands and seas than anyone else in the world and had
discovered the “ends of the earth”, thus fulfilling the Scripture.
Giustiniani’s lengthy note described Columbus’ background and
exploits. Columbus’ first printed biography thus is found in the
marginal note of a Psalter.

As new lands and peoples were discovered, Christians sought
to understand how this new knowledge fit in with the world as
described in the Bible. The Bishops Bible, first published in
1568, contained a curious note concerning the ““gold of Ophir”
mentioned in Psalms 45: 9 — “Ophir is thought to be the land in
the west coast, of late found by Christopher Columbo: from
whence at this day is brought most fine golde.” Christopher
Columbus and his discoveries at least twice found a place in the
marginal notes of early printed Bibles.

Recent Acquisitions

« David and Charlotte Oldham recently donated a Washburn
College Bible to the Dunham Family Bible in America
Museum. An excellent example of contemporary  Bible
printing, the Washburn Bible was designed by noted
graphic artist Bradley Thompson. The text is laid out
according to the phrases of the scripture rather than tightly
justified, making the text easier to read.

= Patricia Martin donated an 1851 family Bible published by
E.H. Butler of Philadelphia.

= William E. Paul, Chief Editor of the International Society of
Bible Collectors’ Bible Editions and Versions, donated his
framed collection of 16 postage stamps featuring the Bible
in some way. The stamps date from a 1939 Hungarian
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Dunham Family Bible in America Museum

Houston Baptist University
7502 Fondren Road
Houston, TX 77074-3298

““OF ALL THE BOOKS YOU WILL READ, THE
BIBLE IS THE MOST INTERESTING AND USEFUL,
TO THOSE WHO READ IT ATTENTIVELY. IT
RECOUNTS THE TRUE STORY OF CREATION, THE
FIRST HUMAN FAMILY, AND CLEARLY UNFOLDS

OUR DUTY AND DESTINY.”
GOODRICH’S SCHOOL READER, 1857
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