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If there is at least one clear message in the multilayered nuance of Marc Chagall’s 

early “Esquisse Pour L’ Exode,” (Sketch for the Exodus) it is the extreme, viscous, and 

often sadistic persecution of the Jewish people for much of recorded human history. 

Chagall deliberately uses religious and historical imagery, to convey the truly painful 

message among the beautiful brushstrokes and ethereal figures; The Jewish race has been 

under attack for centuries.  
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as his brothers and sisters in Europe were slaughtered and exterminated on an industrial 

scale. 

 Chagall would return to France in 1948 and begin working on many more larger 

projects than he ever had in his career. He even explored working with stained glass, 

which was certainly an influence on the style of his famous piece “The Exodus.” Chagall 

would begin working on The Exodus in 1952 and would eventually finish in 1966, as he 

was working on several grand projects during this time. The piece under examination is 

one of the earliest sketches of his final work (Brochure), and is titled “Esquisse Pour 

L’Exode,” or, “Sketch of The Exodus.” The painting depicts a scene that is very dear to 

Chagall’s heart: on the right, the exodus of the Jews from the shackles of slavery in 

biblical Egypt, and on the left, the massacre and genocide of Jews in modern Europe, 

with the image of Christ crucified in the center. Two events separated by three millenia, 

yet in many ways are similar. On the left Chagall depicts a shtetl, a small Jewish town, 

being burned to the ground in a “progrom.” These were attacks carried out by specially 

designated Nazi death squads. They were formed for the sole purpose of purging and 

razing local Jewish cities, much like Vitebsk, as the Third Reich wrenched their dagger 

deeper and deeper into Chagall’s native Soviet territory. By merging arguably the two 
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McCullen 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Marc-Chagall  

Katz 

https://blog.oup.com/2017/07/marc-chagall-religious-artist/  

Britannica 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Exodus-Old-Testament  

Holocaust Museum 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/marc-chagall  
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